
How many restaurants
can you think of publish
its own newsletter?

Good thing Vince’s
North Port Restaurant
does. Somehow, this
charming North Market
eatery has fallen under

our radar during its five-year exis-
tence, until we received a copy of the
North Port News — the inaugural
edition — recently.

It updated patrons on the restau-
rant’s renovations (“we have added a
parking area behind the building.
Use the driveway on the left”) and
notes new menu items and specials
(headline: “Onion rings back by pop-
ular demand”). It also gives thanks
to customers, friends and neighbors,
even wishing a few of them a happy
birthday.

(From the onion rings story: “one
North Highland’s
teacher said she
needed them for
medicinal pur-
poses after a
tough day in the

classroom. We can not confirm
any scientific proof of the medici-
nal affects of our onion rings, but
we’re not taking any chances!”)

The newsletter was so entertain-
ing we had to try the restaurant.
And we’re glad we did.

Located on North Market just
past I-220, Vince’s has a very open
and inviting dining room, with a
great mural on the wall keeping
with its nautical theme (and clev-
erly disguising the walk-in freez-
er). The dining room was recently
expanded to enlarge its no-smok-
ing section, along with eight new
booths (as reported in the North
Port News).

The staff was incredibly friendly,
which helped soothe our disappoint-
ment when a few of the items on the
seafood-heavy menu weren’t in
stock.

For a starter, we got some great
raw oysters, opting against the
resurgent onion rings. Vince’s also
has a neat little bar area, and brags
on having “the coldest mugs in
town;” one of these days we’ll have
to take in a football game over
Vince’s onion rings and a few cold
mugs of beer.

The dinner menu offers an array
of steaks, chicken and seafood, ei-
ther broiled, grilled or fried, along
with sandwiches and pasta dishes as
well. Everything sounded great, and
it literally took 15 minutes to make
up our minds.

(A separate lunch menu has sand-
wiches, burgers, seafood dinners
and daily plate lunch specials Mon-

day through Friday.)
On our nighttime visit, the crab-

meat au gratin was an early choice,
but they were out, so we went with
something similar, the seafood
medley from Vince’s list of special-
ties. It was a generous portion of
shrimp, scallops and crab in a rich
cream sauce, and was terrific. It
came with warm, buttery bread
that was perfect for sopping up the
sauce.

Our other entree was a triple
combo from the fryer; fried shrimp,
stuffed shrimp and fried catfish. All
were great, the fried shrimp a
standout, butterflied in a really
crispy batter. Also, bonus points for
the tartar and cocktail sauce, both
of which were really good.

Both meals came with choice of
potato, and when they say “stuffed”

potato, they weren’t kidding: this
thing was loaded to the hilt with
cheese, bacon and chopped onions.

We left as very “stuffed” patrons,
wondering how this place re-
mained a secret from us for five
years. Well, the secret’s out now.
For great food in a friendly atmo-
sphere, Vince’s really scores.

�

On the Menu
Among the items featured on

the menu at Vince’s North Port
Restaurant are: topless oysters,
$6.95 per dozen; fried green toma-
toes (in season), $3.95; onion rings,
$5.95; shrimp & grits, $8.95;
seafood medley, $10.95; crabmeat
au gratin, $10.95; three-item
seafood combo, $14.95; shrimp
scampi, $8.95; whole muffaletta,
$12.95.

�
Dinner Date is a weekly anonymous
restaurant review. The Times pays
for all meals. Negative results are
based on at least two visits. 
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For other restaurant reviews, log onto shreveporttimes.com, click on Entertainment and go to Dining.

Folksy, friendly Vince’s North Port
has great seafood, decent prices

VINCE’S NORTH PORT
RESTAURANT

Address: 3142 North Market
St.

Phone: 424-1377.
Hours: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Mon.-Thurs.; 9 a.m. to 10
p.m. Fri.-Sat.

Prices: Inexpensive to
moderate
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AtThe Casinos

Question: Thanks for your recent
column on buying numbers at the
craps table. After I read the column,
I started thinking
about put bets —
specifically put
bets on the 6 and 8.

When I go to Las
Vegas, I play at
Casino Royale,
which has $1 ta-
bles with 100x
odds. Using the
mathematics you
supplied to calcu-
late house edge, I
calculated the dif-
ference between placing the 6 or 8,
and putting the 6 or 8.

To place the 6 or 8 at any amount,
we know the house has a 1.52 per-
cent edge. Now if we put the 6 for $1
with $5 odds, the house still has a
1.52 percent edge. Assuming 11 de-
cisions, with five wins and six losses
for the five ways to make 7 and six
ways to make 7, we risk $6 times 11,
or $66, and get a $65 return. The
house keeps $1 of the $66 risked, or
1.52 percent.

If we up our odds bet to $10, we
get 11 decisions at $11, for $121
risked, and a $120 return. Now the
house edge is only 0.83 percent.

As we increase the odds bet on the
put, the edge goes down to 0.43 per-
cent at 20x odds, and 0.09 percent at
100x odds, according to my calcula-
tions.

Granted this is for a table with a $1
minimum and $100 odds, but I was
wondering if you could tell me if my
calculations are correct, and if so
wouldn’t I always want to put the 6
for anything more than a $6 place
bet, given a $1 line bet and the rest
in odds?

Finally, I am assuming if I went
through the come line or pass line
the house edge would be even lower
than my calculations above, as I get
the benefit of the advantage to the
player on the comeout. I am just try-
ing to see if I can reduce the house

edge by putting the 6 or 8 instead of
placing them.  — R.F., via e-mail 

Answer: For the benefit of those
who don’t know what a put bet is,
it’s a pass-line wager placed after a
point has already been established
on the comeout roll. Without free
odds, it wouldn’t even be worth
considering. The put bettor skips
the best part of the pass line — the
comeout, where there are eight
ways to win and only four ways to
lose — and skips straight to the
portion of the bet where the bettor
becomes a big underdog.

With the most frequently rolled
point numbers — the 6 and 8 —
the house edge is an unacceptably
high 9.1 percent, and it gets far
worse with the other numbers —
27.3 percent on 5 or 9, and 33.3 per-
cent on 4 or 10. 

But as R.F. points out, when
backed with 5x odds, the house
edge on putting the 6 and 8 is the
same 1.52 percent as when we
place 6 or 8. If we take 6x odds or
more, the put bets on 6 or 8 actual-
ly has a lower house edge than the
place bets.

So if your choice is between
putting the 6 and 8 and placing the
same numbers, then yes, you have
a lower house edge if you put the
numbers as long as you back them
with more than 5x odds.

Q. You have asked readers for
their anecdotes on winning slot
sessions. I’d like to tell you about a
winning session a friend of mine
had at craps. After seeing a Roy
Clark show at the Orleans (my fa-
vorite spot off the Strip), we wan-
dered through the casino and
found an open $5 table. Things had
already been going well when my
friend hit a huge streak. He proba-
bly only made seven or eight pass-
es, but he held the dice for just un-
der an hour (we timed him at 57
minutes). He would establish a
point, then proceed to roll anything

but his number or a 7.
This pattern repeated after each

pass, whether his point was a 6 or a
10 or any number. It was amazing.

They brought over an extra box
man,and the pit boss was anxiously
watching every pay out. Using a ba-
sic $5 pass, two come bets, and tak-
ing the “3x, 4x, 5x” odds, he won
nearly $2,000. A very aggressive
bettor next to him colored up over
$30,000! 

I did very well betting pass and
one come bet plus straight odds. I
wanted to bet more, but I was
afraid to break the aura at the table
(imagine that: superstition in a
casino). Being part of red hot run
has got to be the most exciting ex-
perience in a casino. It was every
craps player’s dream come true. —
B.B., via e-mail 

A. Most of the tales of unusual
wins I’ve received have been from
slot and video poker players.

Thanks for one from the tables. 
If other table players have stories

of big streaks or freak wins, please
e-mail them to me for use in future
columns.

�
John Grochowski is a syndicated
gambling columnist. You can write
him at the Chicago Sun Times,
401 N. Wabash, Chicago, IL

John
Grochowski

Winning Ways

A shuffle through the mailbag
HARRAH’S
Guests can win
$250,000 with
Harrah’s Total
Rewards Giveaway.
Your Total Rewards

card is the key to gaining entries.
For complete details, see a Total
Rewards representative.
During Jackpot Mania, if you come in
to Harrah’s on Monday through
Wednesday and win a hand-paid
jackpot of $1,200 or more while
using your Total Rewards card, you
receive an entry into a grand prize
drawing on Oct. 26. For more
information, visit a Total Rewards
representative or visit
www.harrahs.com.

HOLLYWOOD
Hollywood’s Quarter Million Hit

game offers $331,000 in total cash
prizes with one lucky winner
guaranteed to get $250,000. Play
Hollywood’s slots and tables with
your Marquee Card to earn entries.
The first drawing, for $27,000, will
be Oct. 26. See Marquee Club for
complete details.

ISLE OF CAPRI
You can win a commemorative coin

valued at $5,000 during the
America’s Sunken Treasures exhibit,
which will be at the Isle of Capri
through Oct. 13. For more
information, call 800-THE-ISLE or
visit www.isleofcapri.com.

TryYour Luck

DinnerDate
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